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Before you start — something worth knowing

D I D   Y O U   K N O W

It is legal for bus companies
to buy insurance together.
Not a loophole. Federal law — the Liability Risk Retention Act of 1986 — specifically allows
businesses that face similar risks to join up and buy liability coverage as one group instead of
one company at a time. It even overrides state rules that would otherwise block it.

Doctors did it. Truckers did it. Contractors did it. Bus operators mostly have not — so almost
every one of us walks into that room alone, with two coaches, against a carrier that writes ten
thousand policies a year.

Don't take our word for it — look it up:

Liability Risk Retention Act of 1986

Pub. L. No. 99-563, 100 Stat. 3170

15 U.S.C. §§ 3901–3906

Purchasing groups are § 3903; risk retention groups are § 3902. Free to read in full at uscode.house.gov or
law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/15/3901.

To be straight with you: Station Bus Nation has no insurance program, no carrier partner, and no rate to offer.
Nobody can promise you a price, and anyone who does is selling you something. This is the law and how it
works — nothing more.

Educational material only. We are not lawyers, insurance agents, brokers, underwriters, adjusters, consultants, or financial advisors, and nothing here is
legal, insurance, tax, or financial advice. Verify everything against your own state's law and current federal regulation, and with a licensed professional, before
you act on any of it.

Insurance is the biggest bill most operators have after the coach itself, and almost nobody has ever had it
explained to them. We wrote a plain-English guide for every state and the District of Columbia — free, with
no form to fill in:

stationbusnation.com/guide.html#insurance-states

Full disclaimer. BusTrusted LLC, Station Bus Nation, and anyone associated with them are not attorneys, law firms, insurance companies, insurance
agencies, producers, brokers, agents, underwriters, adjusters, risk managers, insurance consultants, actuaries, accountants, tax preparers, financial advisors,
or investment advisors, and are not licensed in any of those capacities in any state. Nothing in this document is legal, insurance, tax, or financial advice, or a
recommendation regarding any policy, carrier, coverage amount, program, or course of action. No attorney-client, agent-client, fiduciary, or professional
relationship is created by reading it. It quotes no premium and makes no representation, promise, or guarantee that any cost, saving, rate, coverage, eligibility,
or other outcome is available or achievable. Laws and regulations change and may have changed since this was written — verify everything independently
against current law with a licensed attorney or licensed insurance professional in your state. You are solely responsible for your own insurance, legal, and
business decisions. If any part of this conflicts with the law of your state or with guidance from a licensed professional, the law and the licensed professional
govern.
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VOLUME 06 · BUSINESS SERIES

The Documents That Keep You Legal

Roadside inspections are open-book tests: every answer is a piece of paper, and you
either have it in ten seconds or you don't. Here's what lives on the driver, in the coach,
and back at the office — plus the renewal calendar that keeps it all alive.

On the DRIVER
✓  CDL of the proper class with Passenger (P) endorsement (air-brake restriction removed
for air-brake coaches).

✓  DOT medical certificate — current, and matching your license certification.

✓  Hours of service: ELD with current day + prior 7 available, instruction card, blank paper
logs as backup.

In the COACH
✓  Registration (+ IRP cab card if apportioned) · insurance ID card.

✓  Proof of periodic/annual inspection (49 CFR 396.17 — every 12 months).

✓  Previous DVIR with sign-off if a defect was written up · the charter order for this movement
· IFTA copy if applicable.

At the OFFICE (principal place of business)
✓  Operating authority: active USDOT + MC registration for interstate for-hire passengers.

✓  MCS-90B endorsement proving the $5M/$1.5M financial responsibility (49 CFR 387.33).

✓  Driver Qualification files (Part 391): application, MVRs at hire + annually, road test,
med-cert copies.

✓  Drug & Alcohol program: consortium enrollment, pre-employment tests, Clearinghouse
queries (pre-hire + annual).

✓  Maintenance files per coach (49 CFR 396.3) · accident register · HOS supporting
documents.

The renewal calendar

When What renews

Every 12 months Annual vehicle inspection · driver MVR review · Clearinghouse annual query ·
UCR registration
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When What renews

Every 24 months MCS-150 biennial update — miss it and FMCSA can deactivate your USDOT
number

Per examiner date DOT medical certificates (calendar each driver's expiry)

Annually (state) IRP and IFTA renewals per your base state

June 1 (Delaware
LLCs)

State franchise tax — keep the company itself alive too

The one-pouch rule
One zippered pouch per coach: registration, insurance card, inspection proof, IFTA copy, blank
DVIRs, accident packet. Check it monthly. When the officer asks, the pouch comes out in ten
seconds — and ten-second answers set the tone for the whole inspection.

■ Sources & further reading
Plain-language guide, not the regulation itself — verify current rules before you rely on them.

•  FMCSA — Registration (USDOT / MC, MCS-150)
    https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/registration

•  FMCSA — Drug & Alcohol Clearinghouse
    https://clearinghouse.fmcsa.dot.gov/

•  eCFR — 49 CFR 396.13 (driver inspection duty)
    https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/section-396.13

•  FMCSA — Regulations (Parts 390–397)
    https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/regulations

Not law, not legal advice.
This volume is a free plain-English training aid for Station Bus Nation members. It is NOT the FMCSRs, your state
CDL manual, your carrier's policies, or your coach maker's procedures — where they differ, they govern. Rules vary
by jurisdiction and change; always verify current rules for YOUR operation with FMCSA (fmcsa.dot.gov), your state
DOT, and local authorities — or a qualified attorney — before acting. © 2026 BusTrusted LLC.

https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/registration
https://clearinghouse.fmcsa.dot.gov/
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/section-396.13
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/regulations

