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Before you start — something worth knowing

D I D   Y O U   K N O W

It is legal for bus companies
to buy insurance together.
Not a loophole. Federal law — the Liability Risk Retention Act of 1986 — specifically allows
businesses that face similar risks to join up and buy liability coverage as one group instead of
one company at a time. It even overrides state rules that would otherwise block it.

Doctors did it. Truckers did it. Contractors did it. Bus operators mostly have not — so almost
every one of us walks into that room alone, with two coaches, against a carrier that writes ten
thousand policies a year.

Don't take our word for it — look it up:

Liability Risk Retention Act of 1986

Pub. L. No. 99-563, 100 Stat. 3170

15 U.S.C. §§ 3901–3906

Purchasing groups are § 3903; risk retention groups are § 3902. Free to read in full at uscode.house.gov or
law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/15/3901.

To be straight with you: Station Bus Nation has no insurance program, no carrier partner, and no rate to offer.
Nobody can promise you a price, and anyone who does is selling you something. This is the law and how it
works — nothing more.

Educational material only. We are not lawyers, insurance agents, brokers, underwriters, adjusters, consultants, or financial advisors, and nothing here is
legal, insurance, tax, or financial advice. Verify everything against your own state's law and current federal regulation, and with a licensed professional, before
you act on any of it.

Insurance is the biggest bill most operators have after the coach itself, and almost nobody has ever had it
explained to them. We wrote a plain-English guide for every state and the District of Columbia — free, with
no form to fill in:

stationbusnation.com/guide.html#insurance-states

Full disclaimer. BusTrusted LLC, Station Bus Nation, and anyone associated with them are not attorneys, law firms, insurance companies, insurance
agencies, producers, brokers, agents, underwriters, adjusters, risk managers, insurance consultants, actuaries, accountants, tax preparers, financial advisors,
or investment advisors, and are not licensed in any of those capacities in any state. Nothing in this document is legal, insurance, tax, or financial advice, or a
recommendation regarding any policy, carrier, coverage amount, program, or course of action. No attorney-client, agent-client, fiduciary, or professional
relationship is created by reading it. It quotes no premium and makes no representation, promise, or guarantee that any cost, saving, rate, coverage, eligibility,
or other outcome is available or achievable. Laws and regulations change and may have changed since this was written — verify everything independently
against current law with a licensed attorney or licensed insurance professional in your state. You are solely responsible for your own insurance, legal, and
business decisions. If any part of this conflicts with the law of your state or with guidance from a licensed professional, the law and the licensed professional
govern.
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VOLUME 11 · SAFETY SERIES

Hours of Service for Passenger Carriers

Fatigue is the crash cause nobody photographs. The federal hours-of-service rules
(49 CFR Part 395) exist because tired drivers make dead passengers — and because
passenger-carrier rules are DIFFERENT from the trucking rules most people
half-remember. This is the passenger-carrier clock, explained like a human being.

The three limits, plainly

Limit The rule (passenger-carrying CMV) What it means on a charter

10-hour driving Max 10 hours driving after 8
consecutive hours off duty

A DC-to-Boston round trip with traffic can
eat the whole clock — plan relief or an
overnight

15-hour on-duty No driving after 15 hours on duty
following 8 hours off

Loading, fueling, waiting at the venue,
cleaning — it ALL counts against the 15

60/70-hour week No driving after 60 hrs on duty in 7 days
(70 in 8 for 7-day ops)

Busy wedding season stacks up fast —
track the rolling week, not just today

The big difference from trucking
Passenger carriers get NO 34-hour restart — the rolling 60/70-hour week never resets in one
weekend. And the trucker's 30-minute break rule doesn't apply to passenger operations. If your
compliance advice comes from a freight guy, double-check it against Part 395 for passenger
carriers.

The flexibilities you DO have
•  Sleeper-berth split: a coach with a compliant sleeper berth may split the required 8 hours
off into two periods totaling 8, neither shorter than 2 hours.

•  Adverse driving conditions: weather or crashes you couldn't have known about when you
started can extend driving time up to 2 extra hours — document why.

•  Short-haul exceptions exist for some 150 air-mile operations — narrow rules; read 49 CFR
395.1 before relying on one.

ELDs and the paper trail
•  Most interstate coach operations need an ELD; keep the instruction card, transfer steps,
and 8 days of blank paper logs aboard for malfunctions.
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•  Supporting documents (fuel receipts, tolls, charter orders) must line up with the log —
auditors read them side by side.

•  Personal conveyance is the most-abused button in the industry. Moving a loaded coach is
never personal conveyance; when in doubt, log it on duty.

Planning charters inside the clock
•  Quote long trips WITH the clock in mind: relief driver, overnight, or a shorter day — never
'we'll make it work.'

•  Build the day backwards from the last drop-off; leave a 1-hour cushion for the 15-hour wall.

•  Watch the rolling week every Sunday night — the 60/70 sneaks up during peak season.

•  Learn the fatigue tells: drifting speed, missed exits, heavy blinks. The professional response
is a phone call, not a fifth coffee.

Why this is a business document too
An out-of-service order strands your group in front of the customer; HOS violations feed your CSA
score; your CSA score feeds your insurance premium (Volume 03). Compliance isn't paperwork —
it's pricing.

■ Sources & further reading
Plain-language guide, not the regulation itself — verify current rules before you rely on them.

•  FMCSA — HOS for Motor Carriers of Passengers
    https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/safety/carrier-safety/hours-service-motor-carriers-passengers

•  FMCSA — Summary of Hours of Service Regulations
    https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/regulations/hours-service/summary-hours-service-regulations

•  eCFR — 49 CFR Part 395 (Hours of Service)
    https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-III/subchapter-B/part-395

•  FMCSA — Registered ELD list (check your device)
    https://eld.fmcsa.dot.gov/

Not law, not legal advice.
This volume is a free plain-English training aid for Station Bus Nation members. It is NOT the FMCSRs, your state
CDL manual, your carrier's policies, or your coach maker's procedures — where they differ, they govern. Rules vary
by jurisdiction and change; always verify current rules for YOUR operation with FMCSA (fmcsa.dot.gov), your state
DOT, and local authorities — or a qualified attorney — before acting. © 2026 BusTrusted LLC.
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